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TENTH ANNIVERSARY PARADE THE CIRCLE CELEBRATION 
JUNE 12, 1999 IN UNIVERSITY CIRCLE 

CLEVELAND — Grab your calendars and mark the date because the Tenth 
Anniversary of the Parade the Circle Celebration is just around the comer! This 
eye-popping, jaw-dropping, tent-hopping free community arts event will celebrate ten 
years of creative energy on Saturday, June 12, 1999 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the 
heart of Cleveland's cultural hub — University Circle. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) and University Circle Incorporated 
(UCI) are planning their biggest celebration ever. International artists are booked, a 
record number of area schools, community groups and churches are participating in 
the Parade and more than 30 University Circle institutions are preparing their own 
special contributions to the Wade Oval Festivities. 

The annual visual arts Parade will step off from the CMA parking lot at noon 
and will proceed counterclockwise around Wade Oval Drive. This dazzling spectacle 
of creativity and artistic energy will feature more than 1,500 participants ranging from 
professional artists to school children and disabled adults. Giant puppets, daring stilt 
dancers, and imaginative art ensembles inspired by the museum's Diego Rivera: Art 
and Revolution exhibition (Feb. 14-May 2) will be among the 1999 Parade entries. 

This year's Parade theme is Rame Rasa. The innovative name is a 
combination of Balinese and Sanskrit words, meaning "the spirited energy of the art 
that is created by a community working together," according to Parade Artistic 
Director Robin VanLear. "Because community participation in the Parade has 
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skyrocketed over the past decade, I thought the combination of Rame, the Balinese ideal of a 
bustling, chaotic environment, and Rasa, the mood or sentiment evoked by art, would make the 
perfect theme for the tenth anniversary of the Parade the Circle Celebration." 

The CMA will also host five international artists, who will help various schools and 
community centers create Parade ensembles. 

The Wade Oval Festivities will begin at 11 a.m. on the Wade Oval Green. The 
activities will feature multicultural dance and musical performances on three stages and a 
tantalizing array of food from local vendors. University Circle institutions will also present a 
variety of fun and engaging hands-on activities underneath their brightly colored tents. "The 
Wade Oval Festivities are a great way for the community to enjoy these wonderful institutions 
and to spend a fun day in this special place," said Diane Hansson, director of Wade Oval 
Festivities for University Circle Incorporated. 

Those interested in participating in this year's Parade should contact the Community Arts 
Department at the Cleveland Museum of Art at (216) 421-7340, ext. 483. For information on the 
Wade Oval Festivities, call University Circle Incorporated at (216) 791-3900. 

More information regarding International Artists, Parade Workshops, and Wade Oval 
Festivities will be released in a forthcoming media kit. A separate release on the April 25 Mask 
Festival will be mailed in March. 

* * * 

Parade the Circle Celebration is presented by the institutions of University Circle. The 
Parade is produced by The Cleveland Museum of Art and the Wade Oval Festivities are 
coordinated by University Circle Incorporated. 

The Parade the Circle Celebration is sponsored by Metropolitan Bank & Trust with 
generous support from the George Gund Foundation. Additional support comes from the Ohio 
Arts Council, The Wolpert Fund of The Cleveland Foundation, and the Coca-Cola Bottling 
Company, Inc. This year's celebration is also supported posthumously by Laura G. Kichler, 
museum friend and lover of the arts. Promotional assistance is provided by the Plain Dealer and 
WKSU 89.7 FM. 



